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Commissioner for Patents 
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STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 CFR §§1.56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosvire under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicants 
request consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. S 1 .97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits in the above/identified case. 

No fee or certification is required. 
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PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicants hereby make of record in the above/identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO/1449 (modified). The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 

The Applicants would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the enclosed International 
Search Report for co-pending Intemational Application No. PCT/US2003/034174. 

The Applicants would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the following other 
information, whose relevance is discussed in Part III below: 

PART III: Explanation of Non-English Language References and Remarks Concerning Other 
Information Cited 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified): 

The relevance of EP 0 175 096 is indicated in its attached English language translation. 
The relevance of EP 0 280 972 is indicated in its attached English language translation. 

The Applicants are not in possession of any English language translations of the 
following references. 

The relevance of DE 19 734 890 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of DE 29 33 266 is indicated in its figures. 

The relevance of DE 3 421 390 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of DE 3 320 076 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of DE 40 18 736 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 
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The relevance of EP 0 551 920 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of EP 0 555 549 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online from the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of FR 2 779 935 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online firom the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of FR 2 779 934 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract 
obtained online fi"om the European Patent Office. 

The relevance of WO 94/28807 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 96/24299 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 97/03713 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 97/49441 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 99/65407 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 99/65408 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

The relevance of WO 99/66848 is indicated in its figures, and in its English abstract. 

PART IV: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfiilly requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO/1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 
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Art Unit: 3734 



By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicants make no 



representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicants make no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicants make no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicants, the Examiner is urged to form his 
own conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 

An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 



By: 





Shannon Pratt, Reg. No. 55,548 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210/2206 
Telephone: (617)646/8000 
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2001/0002562 


Al 


Moutafis et al. 


06/07/2001 
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Al 


Moutafis et al. 


11/28/2002 






2003/0055404 


Al 
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03/20/2003 






2003/0083681 


Al 
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05/01/2003 
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Al 


Moutafis et al. 


07/03/2003 






2004/0230211 


Al 
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Al 
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11/18/2004 
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12/01/2005 






2005/0283150 


Al 
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12/22/2005 






2006/0264808 




Frassica et al. 


11/23/2006 






2006/0229550 




Staid et al. 


12/12/2006 






Re 34,556 




Sjostrom et al. 


03/01/1994 






1,889,425 




Sorensen 


1 1/29/1932 






1,902,418 




Pilgrim 


03/21/1933 






2,429,356 




Hicks 


10/21/1947 






2,937,444 




Kern 


05/24/1960 






3 128 079 




De Groff 


04/07/1964 






3 210 848 




Bizzigotti 


10/12/1965 






3 565 062 




Kuris 


02/23/1971 






3,578,872 




McBurnie 


05/18/1971 






3,590,813 




Roszyk 


07/06/1971 






3,731,384 




Brooks et al. 


05/08/1973 






3,731,385 




Farber et al. 


05/08/1973 






3,818,913 




Wallach 


06/25/1974 






3,835,858 




Hagen 


09/17/1974 






3,844,272 




Banko 


10/29/1974 






3,906,954 




Baehr et al. 


09/23/1975 






3,930,505 




Wallach 


01/06/1976 






3,937,222 




Banko 


02/10/1976 






3,976,077 




Kerfoot, Jr. 


08/24/1976 






4,024,866 




Wallach 


05/24/1977 






4,061,146 




Baehr et al. 


12/06/1977 






4,111,490 




Liesveld 


09/05/1978 
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4,445,509 




Auth 


05/01/1984 






4,499,899 




Lyons, III 


02/19/1985 






4,512,344 




Barber 


04/23/1985 






4,517,977 




Frost 


05/21/1985 






4,522,206 




Whipple et al. 


06/11/1985 






4,545,374 




Jacobson 


10/08/1985 






4,560,373 




Sugino et al. 


12/24/1985 






4,583,531 




Mattchen 


04/22/1986 






4,589,412 




Kensey 


05/20/1986 






4,631,052 




Kensey 


12/23/1986 






4,637,551 




Seeger, Jr., et al. 


01/20/1987 






4,690,140 




Mecca 


09/01/1987 






4,690,672 




Veltrup 


09/01/1987 






4,694,828 




Eichenbaum 


09/22/1987 






4,705,038 




Siostrom et al. 


11/10/1987 






4,715,848 




Beroza 


12/29/1987 






4,729,763 




Henrie 


03/08/1988 






4,735,604 




Watmough et al. 


04/05/1988 






4,735,620 




Ruiz 
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08/06/1991 






5,042,984 




Kensey et al. 


08/27/1991 






5,052,624 




Boers et al. 


10/01/1991 






5,057,098 




Zelman 


10/15/1991 






5,074,862 




Rausis 


12/24/1991 






5,097,849 




Kensey et al. 
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5,162,016 
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5,195,958 




Phillips 


03/23/1993 






5,195,959 
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03/23/1993 






5,205,779 




O'Brien et al. 


08/27/1993 






5,217,465 




Steppe 


06/08/1993 






5,230,704 




Moberg et al. 


07/27/1993 






5,242,449 




Zaieski 


09/07/1993 






5,250,065 




Clement et al. 


10/05/1993 






5,254,117 




Rigby et al. 


10/19/1993 






5,259,842 




Plechinger et al. 


11/09/1993 






5,275,607 




Lo et al. 


01/04/1994 






5,286,253 




Fucci 


02/15/1994 






5,300,022 




Klapper et al. 


08/05/1994 






5,312,400 
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O'Brien et aL 
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5,318,518 




Plechinger et al. 
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Kami et al. 
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5,348,555 
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09/20/1994 






5,350,390 




Sher 


09/27/1994 






5,364,395 




West, Jr. 


11/15/1994 






5,370,609 




Drasler et al. 


12/06/1994 



864219.1 



FORM PTO/1449/A and B (Modified) 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


APPT IPATTHM "WH • 
/\rrL(iL.»/\ 1 HJiN JNv/.. 








October 27, 2003 


CONFIRMATION NO.: 6413 


APPLICANT: 


Brian G. Connor et al. 










GROUP ART UNIT: 


3734 


EXAMINER: Katherine Marie Dowe 


Sheet 


4 


of 


10 







5,383,876 




Nardella 


01/24/1995 






5,395,312 




Desai 


03/07/1995 






5,395,315 




Griep 


03/07/1995 






5,395,369 




McBrayer et al. 


03/07/1995 
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5,441,482 
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5,441,499 
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5,449,357 
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09/12/1995 






5,449,369 
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5,451,223 




Ben/Simhon 
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5,453,088 
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09/26/1995 






5,454,827 




Aust et al. 
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